
Hello	Readers!
We	hope	that	you’ve	had	a	great	start	to	2022.	For	those	of	you
battling	with	Covid19,	we	wish	strength	and	resilience.
	
December	was	a	lively	month	at	Indus	Action	and	we	hope	to	carry	the	same
energy,	zeal,	and	enthusiasm	in	the	new	year.	Last	month,	we	released	the
fourth	edition	of	our	annual	Bright	Spots	Report	2021,	which	focuses
on	inclusion	in	the	Indian	education	system	through	the	lens	of	the
Right	to	Education	Act.	We	also	released	some	key	findings	in	the	RTE
Retention	Survey	2021.	The	launch	event	was	held	in	collaboration	with
Cisco	CSR	and	Save	the	Children,	where	we	hosted	insightful	conversations
around	the	subjects	of	making	learning	more	equitable	and	accessible.	Check
out	the	key	takeaways	here.
	
Critical	data	from	our	Bright	Spots	Report	was	covered	by	the	Times	of
India.	Read	the	full	article	here.

Our	team	was	on	a	roll	in	December,
because	we	released	another
episode	of	#IATalks	where	eminent
industry	leaders	like	Sekhar	Bonu
from	NITI	Aayog,	Digvijay	Singh
from	UNDP,	Anita	Kumar	from
Cisco,	and	Sid	Ravinutala	from
IDInsight	discussed	their
“Perspectives	on	Technology	and
Social	Protection.”	

Point	Of	View
Many	students	and	teachers	hoped	that	2022	would	be	the	year	they	would
return	to	physical	schools	and	classes,	but	amidst	a	third	wave,	the	country	is
going	through	another	round	of	lockdowns.	As	children	are	being	vaccinated
against	the	virus,	their	desire	to	return	to	offline	education	is	becoming
stronger.	Apart	from	the	safe	reopening	of	schools,	we	must	also	focus	on
creating	roadmaps	to	rebuild	the	education	system,	addressing	the	learning
gaps,	and	lessening	the	digital	divide.	Here	are	some	thoughts	shared	by
school-going	children	on	reopening	schools:

https://www.indusaction.org/wp-content/uploads/BSR_2020_V2_complied-version_New.pdf
https://www.indusaction.org/wp-content/uploads/Retention-Survey-Report-2021.pdf
https://www.cisco.com/c/en_in/about/csr.html
https://www.savethechildren.in/
https://twitter.com/indusaction/status/1469615726147215364
https://twitter.com/indusaction/status/1471100026864635905
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/a-third-of-private-school-seats-for-poor-not-taken-in-delhi-in-year-gone-by/articleshow/88293396.cms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo1Ch-C1cGU&t=2863s


To	advocate	for	safe	reopening	of	schools	and	to	lend	support	to
parents	and	teachers,	we	urge	you	to	please	use	the	hashtag
#backtoschool	when	engaging	with	social	media	posts	on	the
subject.

Diving	Deep
Social	schemes	like	the	Pradhan	Mantri	Matru	Vandana	Yojana	(PMMVY)	aim
to	provide	maternity	benefits	to	women	in	India	which	can	go	a	long	way	in
ensuring	safe	and	healthy	motherhood.	We’d	like	to	show	solidarity	with
Hon’ble	Amar	Patnaik,	who	has	been	reiterating	the	benefits	of	such	welfare
measures	and	has	urged	decision	makers	to	act	on	them	for	achieving	the
maximum	impact.	Read	his	thought	provoking	article	published	in	The
Hindu.

Samaaj	3.5%
Our	Samaaj	3.5%	program	intends
to	create	lasting	&	effective	change
through	civic	engagement.	We’d	like
to	thank	our	partner	Rohini	Nilekani
Philanthropies	for	extending	their
support	to	our	Community
Champions	and	thereby	enabling
social	entrepreneurship	and	active
citizenship.	
Hear	the	voices	of	our
champions!

Looking	Ahead
2021	was	a	year	of	change	and	learning	for	Indus	Action.	While	we’ve
achieved	many	milestones,	we	are	taking	the	learnings	from	the	past
year	and	working	towards	creating	a	greater	impact	in	2022!
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https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/state-schemes-can-cast-a-lifeline-to-this-welfare-plan/article38094862.ece
https://samaajthreepointfive.in/#1
https://rohininilekani.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVQ_wlR_QvY
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