
Hello	Readers!
The	month	of	October	was	full	of	interesting	activities	at	Indus	Action!	Early	in
the	month,	we	hosted	a	thought-provoking	panel	discussion	on	“How	can
schools	be	reopened	safely	and	strategically	during	the	ongoing
pandemic?”
	
Eminent	stakeholders	in	the	education	sector,	such	as	Nivritti	Tandon	from
Teach	For	India,	Rahul	Gupta	from	The	Akanksha	Foundation,	and
Madhusudan	Sadula	from	Pragati	Vidyaniketan	School,	Hyderabad,	shared
their	perspectives	on	the	topic	and	discussed	the	transformation	of	the
Indian	education	system	in	the	post-pandemic	era.
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Such	 headlines	 in	 today’s	 day	 and
age	 are	 unfortunate,	 but	 still	 a
reality.	The	time	is	ripe	to	add	to
the	 conversations	 about
children’s	 Right	 to	 Education	 to
prevent	 such	 scenarios	 from
repeating.
	

From	CEO's	desk:	Tarun	Cherukuri	conducted	a	masterclass
exclusively	for	Leap	Club	members,	where	he	shared	insights	on	how	to
build	a	social	enterprise	to	a	Deliberately	Developmental
Organisation.	Listen	to	the	podcast	here.

Blog	Update:	Unlocking
Technological	Solutions	For
Revolutionizing	Education

"As	 I	 look	 back,	 I’ve	 realised	 that	 it	 generally
takes	 a	 network	 of	 public	 policy	 leaders,
technology	 enthusiasts,	 and	 investors	 who
develop	 and	 finance	 technical	 and	 digital
solutions	 to	 accelerate	 the	 transition
towards	 a	 more	 sustainable	 and
responsible	 society,"	 says	 Madhu	 Verma,	 our
Senior	 Tech	 Manager	 from	 Chhattisgarh,	 while
talking	about	her	work	on	 the	online	RTE	 (Right
To	 Education)	 Portal.	 The	 thoughts	 penned
down	by	her	echo	EY	India's	commitment	to
identifying	sustainable	practices	across	the
education	 ecosystem	 and	 ensuring
stakeholder	satisfaction.

https://twitter.com/indusaction/status/1446356382748332034
https://twitter.com/Nivritti17
https://twitter.com/TeachForIndia
https://twitter.com/rahulgupta2709
https://twitter.com/Akanksha_India
https://twitter.com/MadhusudhanSad1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FRNSHnjkk4
https://hindi.theprint.in/education/my-daughters-studies-can-wait-covid-pushes-girl-child-out-of-school-as-family-incomes-drop/246428/
https://anchor.fm/leapclub/episodes/building-a-social-enterprise---tarun-cherukuri-e193ge0/a-a6o9gub
https://anchor.fm/leapclub/episodes/building-a-social-enterprise---tarun-cherukuri-e193ge0/a-a6o9gub
https://www.indusaction.org/blog/unlocking-technological-solutions-for-revolutionizing-education
https://www.ey.com/en_in


Welfare	during	the	Pandemic
The	Centre	announced	a	slew	of	measures	for	children	who	lost	both
their	parents/surviving	guardians	to	Covid-19,	under	the	‘PM	CARES
for	Children’	scheme.	These	include	free	school	education,	assistance	in
availing	loans	for	higher	studies,	health	coverage	under	the	Ayushman	Bharat
scheme,	and	a	monthly	stipend	after	attaining	the	age	of	18.	To	further
ensure	that	students	who	lost	their	parents	and	guardians	don’t	drop	out	of
school,	scholarship	programmes	have	been	launched	in	India	for
economic	assistance.
	
To	offer	social	security	and	welfare	benefits	to	migrant	and
construction	workers	who	are	affected	by	the	second	wave	of	COVID-
19,	the	Uttar	Pradesh	government	has	linked	them	with	several
schemes.	This	commendable	move	includes	a	fee	waiver	for	registration	and
renewal	and	registration	of	over	73.61	lakh	workers,	involved	in	40	odd
construction	works	from	2017	to	2021.
	
	While	the	Delhi	government	also	ensured	the	welfare	of	workers	in
these	times	by	increasing	the	dearness	allowance	of	Rs	1000-2000,
which	has	raised	the	monthly	salary	of	unskilled	labourers,	semi-skilled
workers,	and	skilled	workers.	

Policy	&	Impact
Ensuring	that	children	from	vulnerable	backgrounds	avail	their	Right
To	Education	has	been	our	key	focus	area	since	inception.	In	Haryana,
this	is	ensured	through	the	State	Education	Rule	134	A,	which	reserves	10%
seats	in	private	unaided	schools	for	eligible	students.It	is	different	from	the
RTE	12(1)(c)	clause	adopted	by	most	States	in	India,	which	reserves	25%
seats	for	the	same	purpose.	Our	experience	of	working	with	numerous
states	for	the	implementation	of	Section	12(1)(c)	of	the	RTE	Act
enabled	us	to	build	and	put	in	place	a	state-level	MIS	to	conduct	the
Rule	134	A	admission	process	online	in	Haryana.	The	admissions	for
2020-2021	started	in	October	and	currently	we	have	recieved	23,000+
applications.	As	the	enrollment	process	ends	on	24th	Nov	2021,	we
urge	you	to	spread	the	word	in	your	networks	and	help	enroll
eligible	families	under	rule	134A	here.	

Perspectives

Social	change	for
safer	Livelihood:	
“No	one	wants	to	beg,”
said	Madhuri	Maa,	a	45-
year-old	transwoman
from	Bhubaneswar.	
	

“School	chalein
hum…”	-	Remember
this	catchy	tune?	
How	the	Sarva	Shiksha
Abhiyan	ad	campaign	is
much	more	than
nostalgia.

Struggling	to
socialize	in	the	post-
pandemic
times?	Here	is	an
interesting	take	on	the
subject.	

Enjoy	reading	and	have	an	eventful	month	ahead.
We'll	see	you	soon!

Indus	Action	Initiatives,
G-7,	2nd	Floor,

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/under-pm-cares-free-education-monthly-stipend-for-children-who-lost-parents-to-covid19-101633630024114.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/scholarships/story/3-scholarship-programmes-for-those-who-lost-their-parents-due-to-covid-19-1873767-2021-11-06
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2021/state-editions/construction--migrant----workers-linked-with----welfare-schemes.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi-news/delhi-increases-minimum-wage-to-provide-workers-access-to-govt-schemes-101636395901172.html
https://134a-hr.in/
https://134a-hr.in/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/building-back-after-covid-19-blow-can-create-safer-livelihoods-for-transgender-community-79632
https://theprint.in/features/brandma/school-chalein-hum-the-sarva-shiksha-abhiyan-ad-campaign-thats-much-more-than-nostalgia/747615/
https://theprint.in/features/brandma/school-chalein-hum-the-sarva-shiksha-abhiyan-ad-campaign-thats-much-more-than-nostalgia/747615/
https://www.arre.co.in/coronavirus/thanks-to-the-pandemic-socialising-again-may-be-our-toughest-challenge-yet/
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